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MD School for the Blind Makes Way for Independent Living Home



Wednesday, June 8, board members of The Maryland School for the Blind (MSB), elected officials and a handful of students gathered together to celebrate the Independent Living home groundbreaking ceremony.  Even with the uncomfortable heat wave that came through, everyone was bright eyed and full of excitement.  As the audience was seated, Michael J. Bina, MSB President kicked off the ceremony by announcing the grand total of donations that will be going towards the construction of the new building.Groundbreakers, left to right, Edward J. Veilleux, MSB Board Chairman; Josh Gregory, MSB student; Michael Bina, MSB President; Larry Simmons, Baltimore County; Norm Hatmaker, MSB Board Member and donor; and Senator Kathy Klausmeier, MSB Board Member. 


“I would sincerely like to thank Baltimore County for their $75,000 donation, L.H. Cranston, Inc. who donated $100,000 and finally Middendorf Foundation, Inc. for their $75,000 donation, making the total amount of money donated $250,000,” exclaimed Bina.  “A quarter million dollars is a very significant amount and will enable our students to experience life changing opportunities.”

According to Director of Education, Martin Monson, “The mission of the home is to prepare students with independent living skills so they can become successful and well-rounded members in their community after they graduate.”  Monson revealed the building was designed to resemble a normal house that you can find in any community.

“The house will have ground-level access and will be made from bricks, plaster and mortar, but the real beauty lies in the programming that teaches them how to adapt in any house on their own and how to deal with things such as the sun shining through in the morning and hurting their eyes or how to mark appliances when you can’t see numbers on the microwave,” explained Monson.

During the ceremony, Maryland Senator and MSB board member, Kathy Klausmeier made a special appearance to speak with everyone.  “Today we are gathered here for the students and to welcome a new building, but most importantly I want to recognize the mothers and fathers who must feel extremely happy about the wonderful opportunities that lie ahead for their children,” said Klausmeier.Audience included MSB Board members Dr. Karen Rigamonti, Robin Zimelman, Norm Hatmaker, Marion Mullauer, Glenn DiChiera (MSB Alumni President and Board Advisor), Edward J. Veilleux, James Knell, and Senator Kathy Klausmeier.  



Representing County Executive Kevin Kamenetz, Larry Simmons of Baltimore County noted, “MSB serves the entire state of Maryland and the construction of this new home is a giant step forward by truly preparing children for the real world.”

MSB has been improving the lives of children for the last 158 years.  They first opened their doors in downtown Baltimore in 1853, right when President Franklin Pierce had been elected the 14th President of the United States.  At that time the school was known as the Maryland Institution for the Instruction of the Blind.  In 1868 the campus relocated to larger area along North Avenue and changed the name to The Maryland School for the Blind.  Finally, in 1908, the school moved to its current location in the northeast corner of Baltimore City, 3501 Taylor Avenue. 

Someone who knows a little bit about the history of the campus firsthand is Glenn DiChiera, MSB Alumni Association, who started school there 60 years ago.  “When I was a student at MSB, a house like this wasn’t even a twinkle in an educator’s eye, and the great part about this project is that this isn’t just a one-time deal but a new beginning,” said DiChiera. [image: D:\DSC_0393.JPG]
MSB President and Board Chairman, Michael Bina and Edward J. Veilleux, respectively, express appreciation to Alberta Hatmaker, Norm Hatmaker, CEO of LH Cranston and MSB Board member; and Carol Bonas, LH Cranston. 




Current MSB student Josh Gregory showed his courage by sharing his speech with the audience not behind the podium but from his wheelchair.  “I will learn how to load a dishwasher and use the Laundromat.  These things will be very difficult for me after graduation if I do not learn them now and know what to expect,” acknowledged Gregory.  “I believe there will be twice as many students learning new things once the rancher is built.”

At the conclusion of the ceremony, Gregory, along with Bina and Klausmeier, put on their hard hats and picked up a shovel for the official groundbreaking of the Independent Living Home. 

For more information about the project, you may call 410-444-5000 or e-mail. 
“He started it!”
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