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Groundbreaking for Student Independent Living Home at the Maryland School for the Blind
Baltimore, MD  - On June 8, 2011, The Maryland School for the Blind (MSB) will break ground on a new Independent Living Home, which will serve residential students in the Expanded Academics (EAP) Program who are nearing graduation.    
The Independent Living Home that is being built is the start of a significant change at MSB.  This is the first of many buildings to be erected which will give the staff the tools needed to achieve the school’s mission of maximizing each student’s independence before they graduate.  The program offers students who are nearing the end of their education at MSB the opportunity to utilize and improve the skills they have learned.  Cooking, budgeting, household chores, shopping, and group living are all focuses of this intensive program.
MSB serves 73% of Maryland’s 1800 students who are blind or visually impaired through its Baltimore on-campus day and residential programs and statewide outreach services in all 24 Maryland Local School Systems.  
The new Independent Living Home will double the school’s capacity to offer the highest level of independent living education.  Prior to the construction of this new house, the school has only been able to serve young men or young women in this program in the current home.
“With funding from LH Crantson, Inc., the Middendorf Foundation and support from the Baltimore County Office of Planning, this building is a perfect example of corporate, foundation and government partnership to achieve a positive outcome.  With the quality building we will build we expect to serve hundreds of students for years to come”, according to Michael J. Bina, Ed. D., MSB President.    
Senator Kathy Klausmeier, County Executive Kevin Kamenetz and representatives from LH Cranston, Inc. and the Middendorf Foundation will be on hand for the official groundbreaking which will take place at the MSB campus on June 8, 2011 at 2 PM.  
For more information contact Carolyn Kilgore, Chief Development Officer at 410-319-5725.
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